GERMANY'S "N4TUR4L" FRONTIERS

On one side are situated the fertile Slav territories of Mecklenburg,
Brandenburg and Pomerania, territories colonised by the Saxons
coming from the middle Weser, the ancient March and, in a single
part of the Brandenburg March, by the Flemings; the Slav territories,
Meissen, Lusatia and Silesia, peopled by Franconians having only
a thin veneer of Germanism; Prussia, colonised by Germans from all
the countries of Germany, but not Germanised in the least; Poznania,
which little by little is becoming, if not German, at least Prussian.

Then come the non-Germanic countries of Austria, among which
only Crotia and Serbia have any possibility of becoming an independent
State, because they are inhabited by populations of a similar culture
and are situated in proximity to other families closely related to them.
But that can only happen after the fall of Turkey. For the union
of Turkish Serbia, Bosnia, Bulgaria, and Dalmatia, and the possi-
bility of this territory having an outlet on two seas, could then assure
it a durable material existence.

PAUL DE LAGARDE.    1853.    Bibl. V, 97, p. 25.

. . I repeat, the war will not in itself be a serious war, but it is in the
interest of Germany to make it such, in order to obtain Alsace with
an honest share of German Lorraine from France, Schleswig-Holstein
from Denmark and England, and Poland from Russia, as a tribute of
gratitude for the advantageous aid which we shall have furnished them.

PAUL DE LAGARDE.    Bibl., ibid^ p. 31.

IT follows that Germany must strive to acquire frontiers which,
from the strategic aspect, must be solid, that is to say, frontiers which,
formed by mountains or equivalent obstacles, would extend as much
as possible in a straight line.

In consequence, on the East, Russian Poland, including the country
which, beyond the Vistula, stretches as far as the Pripet marshes, and,
on the West, Alsace and all Lorraine situated on the right of the
Argonne, must one day return to Germany.

While national honour, apart from reasons of a military nature,
commands this last annexation, the security of Germany absolutely
demands the first. Moreover Russia, mistress in Poland, fearing
with reason to see that country Germanised, restrains and obstructs
Germany's relations with Poland as much as she can, so that East and
West Prussia remain without appreciable commerce and, in conse-
quence, without commercial routes. These provinces are therefore
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